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some such verses as the one quoted above, showing the benefits to be derived from hearing the almanack. He then goes on, in a more deliberate manner, to state the details -of the day. Those for the day I am now writing about would be as follows; manmadha nama samvatsara; chaitrabahula; dashami; shanivaram 45, 56; shravanam nakshatram 40, 44; vishkambha yogam 20, 18; karanain kimstughnam 14, 15; var-jarn divi 23, 1; tyajyam 3, 30; dinapramanam 31, 20; ashvani 1; arkhabhukti 1, 15 ; chandu 20; April 20.
Bearing in mind that a Hindu hour is equal to twenty-four English minutes and that thus the hour forms the sixtieth part of a day, the meaning of the words recited would be, the year Manmatha; the month Chaitra; the dark fortnight; the tenth day of that fortnight; the name of the day, Saturday; the length of the day, forty-five hours and fifty-six minutes; the star in the ascendant being Shravanam, lasting for forty hours and forty-four minutes; the conflux of vishkamba, lasting for twenty hours and eighteen minutes; the combination kimstughnam, lasting for fourteen hours and fifteen minutes; the unpropitious time commencing the first minute of the twenty-third hour of the day, lasting until the thirtieth minute of the third hour; the length of the daytime thirty-one hours and twenty minutes; the sun being in the first quarter of Ashvani; the sun having passed one hour and fifteen minutes of its present sign (Aries) ; the twentieth day of the moon, English time, April 20th,
It is the custom in many houses to set apart a certain portion of grain each morning, to be distributed to the beggars who may come that day. The grain is put into a small basket and is given into the charge of an elderly woman, or of one of the children, or of some person who may not be engaged in household duties. When the mendicant comes before the door and cries out for alms, the one in charge of the basket